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CORONAVIRUS — SCHOOLS 
189. Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP to the Premier: 
I have had many concerns raised with me by parents of schoolchildren asking how the government is protecting 
teachers and parents — 
The SPEAKER: Speak up a bit, member. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I have had many concerns raised with me by parents of schoolchildren asking how the 
government is protecting teachers and parents at high risk of coronavirus due to their age or medical conditions 
considering that they are at increased risk while schools remain open. 
Mr M. McGowan: I could not hear your question; I did not understand it. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Sure; shall I start again? 
The SPEAKER: Yes, start again, please. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Sure; thank you. I appreciate that. 
I have had many concerns raised with me by parents of schoolchildren asking how the government is protecting 
teachers and parents at high risk of coronavirus due to their age or medical conditions considering they are at 
increased risk while schools remain open. 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I would urge everyone in our community not to scaremonger. I would urge everyone in our community not to 
scaremonger. The advice we have is that keeping schools open is the right thing to do. Kids need to go to school. 
I want to thank especially those teaching staff out there who are providing education and support for children at 
school. Obviously, if there are teaching staff who are unwell, I would urge them to take sick leave. Obviously, if 
there are parents who are unwell, I would urge them to stay away from the school environment. Obviously, if there 
is anyone who is particularly susceptible who may have an autoimmune illness, I would request that they seek 
medical advice in this environment. I just want to repeat to all members: the advice that we received and the advice 
the Prime Minister and I agree on 100 per cent is that if we take kids out of school, we are going to endanger their 
grandparents. If we take kids out of school, we are going to have them wandering around the streets or the malls 
where we cannot trace who they may have been in contact with. If we take kids out of schools, we will potentially 
lose a large part of the workforce, in particular our health workforce. That is a very, very, very bad idea. I urge the 
opposition member to stop promoting it. 
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